
Edition 1 Wednesday, 15 April 2020

Coronavirus 
spotlight  
Helen Lewis, Editor & a CLP Vice Chair 

 

The West Midlands has become a 
coronavirus  hotspot,  with  its 
NHS Trusts  experiencing  some 

of  the  highest  mortality  rates  in  the 
country. 

Government  ministers  view  this  as  a 
mysterious situation which needs further 

investigation.  However,  Labour  Party  activist  and 
Wulfrunian Richard King argues why higher deaths 
are  the  legacy  of  underfunding  in  public  services, 
unemployment and deprivation in Wolverhampton.   

Poverty  makes  people  more vulnerable  to  catching 
infectious diseases. In other words, there is a social, 
a s  we l l  a s  a  hea l th  c r i s i s  happening .   
Wolverhampton’s large older population is especially 
at risk.

The  article  argues  that,  when  questioning  the 
Government’s  response  to  coronavirus,  we  should 
remember  these  impacts  and  makes  the  case  for 
increasing  spending  on  NHS,  council  and  welfare 
spending in future.

You can read the full article here. 
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From the Chair… 
Amanda Bevan

W e l c o m e t o o u r f i r s t 
Wolverhampton South West 
Labour Members’ Newsletter.   

At a time when we would normally be 
extremely busy in our communities 
campaigning for the local elections, 
Labour Party candidates for the 
Police and Crime Commissioner and 
West Midlands Metro Mayor we are 
isolated at home.  

We also have a new Labour Party 
Leadership team in place and 
members will have varying views 

a b o u t t h e 
Shadow Cabinet 
and their hopes 
(or concerns) 
for the future 
direction of the 
Party. In normal 
times we would 
have a chance 
t o e x c h a n g e 
views face-to-
f a c e . I n t h e 
absence of these 

opportunities, we hope you agree the 
newsletter is a good way to keep in 
touch with each other and discuss 
issues.  

We hope you enjoy the newsletter’s 
mix of news, information and opinion 
and find it an entertaining read. We 
are aiming to publish a monthly 
e d i t i o n w h i l s t c o r o n a v i r u s 
restrictions last. 

We welcome your views on the 
newsletter’s content. Please let us 
know if you would like to see 
anything else in it, if you disagree 
with what’s written in the articles, or if 
there is a national or local policy 
issue you would like featured in a 
future edition. You can send us a few 
sentences and/or a link to an article 
that expresses your views.   

Wolverhampton SW CLP Executive 
Committee hopes that you are all 
keeping safe and well and thanks all 
the committed hardworking NHS, 
Social Care Staff and all other front 
line staff keeping our essential 
services running.  

WSW LabourNews 
Chair's message | from the editor | news and views | political commentary

https://leftfootforward.org/2020/04/coronavirus-spotlight-why-this-midlands-city-is-so-vulnerable-to-the-virus/
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Volunteering in the community
Don Gwinnett

It’s great how many Labour colleagues are doing work to 
suppor t  o lder  and 
vulnerable  people  in 
the  Covid-19  crisis. 
Many  members  are 
contacting  those  in 
their  communities 
who  are  isolated  in 
their homes to ensure 
they  have  a l l  they 
need  in  te rms  o f 
medication and food. 

Branch  secretar ies 
have  been  asked  to  ensure  that  elderly  members  are 
contacted on the phone to ensure they are coping well. 

Social media is a crucial means for keeping in touch, but 
there  are  those  who  don’t  use  Facebook,  Twitter, 
WhatsApp or Instagram. For those who don’t use digital 
systems,  it  is  important  that  they  are  contacted  by 
phone. 

Caring for others in our communities is an essential way 
of building the Party. In Wolverhampton South West we 

have resolved to do  
much  more  to 
support  community 
initiatives. 

Pictures  from  two 
examples  a re 
included here -  the 
t ree  p l ant ing  in 
Tettenhall  Regis  in 

February and a litter pick in St Peter’s in January. 

Once  the  emergency  is  lifted,  we  can  return  to  such 
activities with renewed vigour. In the meantime let’s do 
all we can to show that we care.  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A message to new 
members from Aishah 
Ali, Membership 
Secretary and a CLP 
Vice Chair 

Hello.  I  hope  you  are 
keeping safe  and well. 
Thanks to all our latest 

members  for  jo in ing 
Wolverhampton  South  West 
CLP. You are a  key part  of  our 
diverse  movement  of  half  a 
million  members  and  we  are 
delighted to have you on board. 

In addition to the welcome pack 
sent  by  the  national  team,  you 
should  also  receive  our  CLP 
welcome  letter  and  member 
handbook.  Please take a  look – 
the information will help you get 
involved  in  the  CLP and  make 
the most of your membership. 

If  you  need  to  amend  your 
membership  record,   please  log 
in to the Labour Party Members 
Centre https://my.labour.org.uk/.  

We regularly send e-mails about 
CLP news, meetings and events. 
These  are  not  currently  taking 
place,  due to  coronavirus  social 
distancing measures.  

We  wish  to  support  our  older 
and  vulnerable  members  who 
may  be  self-isolating.  Please 
contact your ward Secretary for 
help. 

https://my.labour.org.uk/
https://my.labour.org.uk/
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Some social media sites 

Don Gwinnett  
Joint CLP campaign coordinator
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Life in lockdown 
Barbara Gwinnett,  Joint CLP Campaign Coordinator 

We’re over seventy and one of us is prone to bronchitis 
and the other to pneumonia so we’re lying low for 
the duration.  It’s proving to be a time for reflection.

First, I’ve become very conscious how fortunate we are – a house 
with a garden, access to Smestow Valley, and our pensions.  We’re 
relatively safe and secure, but I am very aware this is not so for 
many.  Particularly for those in poor, overcrowded housing; those 
on low wages and insecure contracts who now find themselves 
even more impoverished and vulnerable.

Second, I am immensely proud of the local Labour Party for the 
energy and commitment of those in a position to get out and 
help  through  volunteering  and  support  of  not  just  our  older 
members, but those in need in the wider community.  I am also 
proud of Wolverhampton city council and the speed with which 

they identified 33,000 residents  in  need,  set  up a  distribution 
centre and are getting boxes out on a weekly basis.

Third,  it’s  good to  see  the  environment  clear,  as  there  is  less 
traffic on the road.  Will this lead us to embrace the need for 
climate  change  as  people  see  what  an  improvement  we’re 
experiencing?

Fourth,  how different this  would be without digital  and social 
media.  We can keep in touch with friends and family; engage 
with  political  debates;  follow  the  government’s  shambolic 
handling of this crisis.

Fifth,  I  fear  for  those  in  developing  countries,  for  those  in 
refugee camps –  all those situations where Coronavirus will be 
almost impossible to contain. 

We have our NHS – underfunded and understaffed for 10 years, 
yet nurses, doctors, care workers and service staff are giving their 
all to respond to this pandemic.  There is much to be grateful for.

I enjoy the social media feeds set 
up  by  enterpris ing  Labour 
friends such as Dave Cole, Tom 

Moreton,  Luke  Heppenstall-West 
and Ian McNee. 

Dave’s Facebook page, ‘The Isolation 
Station’,  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2547328288842122 is great fun 
with  regular  quizzes,  videos,  news 
and views. 

Tom and Luke’s COVID19 Facebook 
page  https://www.facebook.com/
WolvesCOVID19MutualAid   is  a 
hugely  successful  site  offering  all 
manner of advice. In its short life it 
has  attracted  12000  members.  See 
the article below

Ian McNee’s  #LockDownDiary  on 
his Facebook page is entertaining and 
well worth a visit. Do have a look if 
you’ve not been on these sites.

Wolverhampton  Community  Radio 
(WCR)  on  101.8  FM  or  online   is 
working  very  closely  with  the  City 

Council.  The  morning  show  with 
Chris  Allen  between  10  and  12  is 
focused on community issues around 
the  current  situation.  For  instance, 
the  Leader  o f  the  Counc i l  i s 
interviewed  every  Tuesday  morning 
at 10.30am for an update etc. There 
won’t  be  any  new  ‘Inside  Tracks’ 
shows  during  the  lockdown  but 
shows  f rom  the  pa s t  w i l l  be 
rebroadcast.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547328288842122
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547328288842122
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547328288842122
https://www.facebook.com/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid
https://www.facebook.com/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid
https://www.facebook.com/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lockdowndiary?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547328288842122
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547328288842122
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547328288842122
https://www.facebook.com/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid
https://www.facebook.com/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid
https://www.facebook.com/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lockdowndiary?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
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Comment 
Dick Scroop, WSW Secretary

Throughout  the  Leadership  campaign  Keir 
Starmer  committed  to  sweeping  away  the 
policies of austerity: returning rail, mail and the 

utilities into public ownership, ending Universal Credit, 
tackling homelessness and tackling the threat of Climate 
Change.  These  were  central  to  the  2019  manifesto  we 
supported and fought for and are policies where we can 
give the new leadership our continuing commitment and 
support.

Starmer  has  started  well  with  his  commitment  to 
highlighting Government’s failures on Covid-19 - which 

was notably absent at national level: to continuing PPE problems that are still killing 
people; to protecting livelihoods of those hardest hit and, most of all, to the complete 
failure to introduce a comprehensive testing regime from the outset. One has only to 
look at Germany, currently running 500,000 tests a week - five times the UK rate - and 
the difference in death rates.

Starmer has also correctly highlighted the need for an exit strategy - not just how we 
phase out emergency measures, but what comes afterwards, ie: planning for economic 
recovery. We have paid the price of years of NHS and social care underfunding. His call 
for a pay review in these undervalued sectors is an essential element of any recovery 
plan. 

The  economic  cost  of  Covid-19  will  be  enormous,  far 
greater than that caused by the 2008 crash that produced 
the austerity policies of the last ten years. This time we can 
expect austerity with a vengeance from the Tories. Starmer 
and the Labour Party -that means all of us – must be ready 
to lead that fight with fully-developed Labour alternatives 
based on the 2019 manifesto. I hope he is up for it, I hope 
we are up for it, the alternative is too grim to contemplate.

Whilst  there  are  some  less  positive  aspects  of  Keir 
Starmer’s  actions,  I  have  focused  on  the  many  positives 
here in key areas. If he can deliver on these commitments, I 
will be happy and so should we all.
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MUTUAL AID IN 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Tom Moreton & Luke Heppenstall-West 

The Wolverhampton COVID-19 Mutual Aid 
Facebook Group (www.facebook.com/
groups/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid/) was 

created by local Labour Party activists in 
anticipation of Government’s failure to manage 
the COVID pandemic.  It aims to empower 
people in Wolverhampton and surrounding 
areas to support each other, rather than waiting 

for help from the same government who enacted brutal austerity. 

The Group formed on 14 March 2020 and already has 12,000+ members. It has three main 
functions: 

1. A local organising hub. Our online directory and mapping system help people find their 
nearest mutual aid groups and has a ‘make your own group’ feature. We cooperate with 
Wolverhampton Voluntary Sector Council and Public Health Wolverhampton to steer 
volunteers to where they can help. 

2.  Information and signposting. We want to share higher quality material than is generally 
found on social media. We use Facebook Groups’ ‘social learning units’ to post important 
updates and Government announcements.  

3.  A social centre where members share tips and discuss coronavirus. Our Admins team 
moderates content and help ensure this remains coronavirus-related and civil! 

Politics and mutual aid 
A notable minority of people active in mutual aid are ‘small c’ conservatives. Criticising 
Government can cause complaints and many groups are wary of alienating their broad 
communities, or being seen as opportunistic. 

In Wolverhampton, we welcome spirited conversations and share viewpoints. We engage where 
we can and remove clearly prejudiced or abusive comments. But, we take strong lines where 
we believe silence abandons oppressed groups who face a Tory impulse to whitewash and 
dominate the crisis narrative. We back campaigns around COVID-19 testing and protecting 
health staff.   

Admins try to use a nucleus of trusted organisers to grow neighbourhood mutual aid networks. 
Labour Party ward-based campaigning structures can be really helpful here. 

Take action 
Labour Party members, with campaigning experience, political insight and values of democratic 
socialism have a role to play in community organising and articulating how a better, fairer post-
coronavirus world can look. 

We encourage all Labour Party members who can to join or create a local group (https://
www.wolvescovid19.uk/find-a-local-group-1, https://www.wolvescovid19.uk/start-a-local-group). 
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http://www.facebook.com/groups/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/WolvesCOVID19MutualAid/
https://www.wolvescovid19.uk/find-a-local-group-1
https://www.wolvescovid19.uk/find-a-local-group-1
https://www.wolvescovid19.uk/start-a-local-group
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The comings and goings of 
Cllr Obaida Ahmed 

I’ve been shopping and collecting medicines 
for several people in isolation, as I am sure 
many of us are.  

One  area  I  like  to  focus  on  is  promoting 
Community Cohesion through Interfaith work. 
I  regularly  visit  local  Churches,  Mosques  and 
Temples.  Before  lockdown,  I  contacted all  my 
Inter fa i th  contact s  and  de l i ve red  CV 
information  posters  for  their  congregations.  I 

was  deeply  saddened  to  learn  that  two  long-serving  and  well-respected 
Bishops at Gloucester Street Church passed away within 24 hours of each 
other.  Bishops  McCalla  and  Feron  will  be  sincerely  missed  by  all  the 
community. 

I’ve  also  been  involved  in  developing  the  Wolverhampton  COVID-19 
Mutual  Aid  group.  I  helped  bring  in  Public  Health,  Wolverhampton 
Voluntary Sector Council, faith groups, food-banks, existing support groups 
and other Councillors. Together we’ve set up a system to direct people to 
support groups or register as volunteers. Volunteers are helping the most 
vulnerable  in  Wolverhampton,  as  identified by Government data  and 111 
NHS  service.  Anyone  needing  support  can  contact  the  Council  via 
besafebekind@wolverhampton.gov.uk. 

Council officers have noticed bins are extra full due to many people self-
isolating  and  staying  home  more  than  usual.  Many  constituents  have 
complained about this  and added fly tipping.  Although recycling centres 
have closed due to staff shortages, bin collections are continuing as usual. 
Council officers are monitoring hotspot areas and can authorise additional 
one-off collections.  Please contact your local Councillor for help with this 
or fly tipping through the ReportIt app.

I hope and pray we get through this very difficult period safely. Please stay 
Safe and take care.
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mailto:besafebekind@wolverhampton.gov.uk
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/wolverhampton-report-it/id813529299
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A Letter from the WSW Labour Executive Core Team to 
Labour General Secretary,  Jennie Formby 

For the attention of the National Executive Committee 
The work of the Labour Party’s Governance and Legal Unit in 

relation to antisemitism, 2014 - 2019 

You will of course be familiar with the above leaked report, as by now are a large proportion of the 
membership. We write as the core officer team set up by Wolverhampton SW CLP to handle the 
business of the CLP during this period in which neither AMM nor EC meetings can take place.

The  allegations  made  in  the  report  are  extremely  serious  and  strike  at  the  very  heart  of  Party 
democracy. Democracy in the Party is fatally undermined if we cannot have confidence that Party 
employees at the highest level are acting at all times in the best interests of the Party. If the allegations 
are remotely true then it is clear that this was not the case for much of the period covered by the 
report, including in particular in the run up to the 2017 General Election. It certainly rings true of our 
experience of that election when we felt at times abandoned by the Party nationally as a lost cause. In 
the end we not only held a very marginal seat but with an increased majority.

The nature and seriousness of the allegations makes it imperative that they are properly investigated 
and that the investigation is overseen by the NEC as the ruling body of the Party. We therefore agreed 
today by online consultation to endorse and support the demands raised by the Socialist Campaign 
Group that:

In light of the recent revelations about senior officials  undermining the 2017 general election campaign, we, as 
members of the Socialist Campaign Group of Labour MPs, make the following demands:

• The report should be published in full officially by the Labour Party.

• An emergency National Executive Committee (NEC) meeting should be convened to discuss its contents.

• That  NEC meeting  must  establish  a  transparent  process  to  investigate  the  conduct  alleged in  the  leaked 
document, with the terms of reference set by the NEC officers.

• This process must produce a report, that is publicly available, which restores faith among Labour members in 
the practices of our party.

We urge you therefore to convene (virtually)  to consider the report and to establish a transparent 
process to investigate the conduct alleged as called for by the Campaign Group of Labour MPs.

I would appreciate it if you could confirm receipt, preferably by email, but by telephone or post would 
do.

Yours in solidarity, 
Dick Scroop, Secretary

On behalf of
Amanda Bevan, Chair
Helen Lewis, Vice Chair
Aishah Ali, Vice Chair (Membership)
Michelle Binfield, Treasurer
Barbara Gwinnett,  Joint Campaign Coordinator
Don Gwinnett,  Joint Campaign Coordinator
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